State Board of Education 

May 21-22, 2008

• Virginia Secretary of Education Thomas R. Morris spoke about the American Diploma Project (NGA) and addressed the Board about the Governor’s educational goals aimed at 1. aligning high school standards and assessment; 2. requiring challenging coursework   3. ensuring college readiness.

Public Comment
• Angela Ciolfi of JustChildren discussed their most recent study “The Price of a Free Public Education” which was conducted to draw attention to the fees charged by schools to students.  The study report calls for schools to stop charging mandatory fees and for the Board to review and revise its regulations to prohibit fees related to instruction and coursework.   

Consent Agenda
• Final review of a request for approval of an innovative program opening prior to Labor Day from Covington City Public Schools

• Final review of the Virginia Standards for the Professional Practice of Teachers

Action and Discussion Items

Item Action

Approved: to proceed with APA to amend and consolidate Regulations Governing Textbook Adoption 
Approved: increased graduation requirements (Halifax County Public Schools)

to include a one semester personal finance course.

First review of proposed revised curriculum framework for 2008 History and Social Science Standards of Learning; Board adoption of the proposed curriculum framework by summer 2008.

Approved: Governor’s Career and Technical Academy: Fostering

Innovation and Relevance through STEM and Trades (FIRST) to begin operation for the

2008-2009 academic year.

Approved: Governor’s Career and Technical Academy: Governor’s

Academy for Innovation, Technology, and Engineering (GAITE) to begin operation 

for the 2008-2009 academic year. 

Approved:  resolution to terminate all state-operated programs at the Virginia School for the Deaf, Blind and Multi-Disabled-Hampton as of July 1, 2008. 

Reports and Board Retreat (Planning Session)
• Petersburg staff presented a report on Petersburg School’s implementation of the

memorandum of understanding and findings of the division-level review.  

· Dr. Cannaday: Noted high percentage of non-instructional positions and need for higher balance of teachers (782 employees, 402 of which are teachers)

· Dr. Emblidge: Concern re: unspent school improvement funds; noted Board’s “sense of urgency” and need to “dig deeper not broader”

· Petersburg superintendent said that enrollment loss a problem as well as loss of federal grant money. Very optimistic that new SOL scores would be going up and that a number of schools would be accredited. 

The Board discussed and reviewed reports from staff re: DOE initiatives in support of the Board of Education Objectives.  Specifically included was information on LEP students (rise of about 8% over past 3 years); DOE web-based resources for teachers and students (Algebra I tutorials, Project Graduation reading, ePAT, strategies for math teachers, etc.); BOE leadership to help eliminate achievement gap; initiatives to recruit and retain teachers (Teach Virginia Program); Safe Schools Information Resource (aligning state and federal definitions).

