State Board of Education 

June 19, 2008

• Resolution presented to Princess Moss for her work as president of the Virginia Education Association from 2004-2008

• Resolution presented to Thomas R. Smigiel Jr., Norview High School in Norfolk, for recognition as the 2008 Virginia Teacher of the Year and finalist for the 2008 National Teacher of the Year 

Public Comment

• school nurses

• school fees (JustChildren)

• Petersburg Public Schools

• Russell County’s STEM program

• proposed History/Social Science curriculum framework

Action and Discussion Items

Item Action

“Conditional approval” of new endorsement programs at Emory and Henry College, Liberty University, Old Dominion University, Shenandoah University, Sweet Briar College and University of Virginia’s College at Wise

Approved: Governor’s Career and Technical Academy in Arlington to begin

operation for the 2008-2009 school year. 

Approved: Russell County’s STEM for LIFE program to begin operation for the 2008-2009 school year. 

First review of pupil transportation specifications for school buses – updated and revised to reflect changes in equipment and technology 

Reports

• Report on Fees and Charges in the Public School Divisions 
(It should be noted that JustChildren filed a petition under the

Administrative Process Act requesting that these regulations be revised.)

. As of June 10, 2008, 83 of the 132 local school divisions had responded to the survey. Of the 83 school divisions that responded, 64 reported that they do charge fees.

Section 22.1-6 of the Code states that except as provided by Title 22.1 and Board of Education regulations, no fees or charges may be levied against any pupils by any school board. 

Following recommendations were offered to the Board by VDOE:

• Using the data the department has already collected along with additional

research, further study should be conducted of the fees that may and may not be charged in Virginia’s public schools.

• In 1993 and 1994, Superintendent’s Memoranda were issued by the VDOE advising local school divisions regarding fees. A new Superintendent’s Memorandum should be issued providing guidance to school divisions prior to the beginning of the 2008-2009 school year.

• The Regulations Governing Fees and Charges, 8 VAC 20-370-10 should be

reviewed and revised.

Discussion of Current Issues 

• Board member Gary Jones requested information on the number of special education students taught in public schools in comparison to the number of special education students taught in private schools and private day schools including breakdowns by age and grade level.

