Virginia Board of Education
July 25, 2007

· Approved:  Revised “Guidelines for FLE” including changes in accordance with HB 1916 to require information to be added concerning dating violence and abusive relationships (posted on BOE web site)
· Approved:  Annual report on Public Charter Schools:  Three charter schools operational in 2006-07; two applications (statewide) denied.  Noted that federal start-up funding “dried up;” A. Rotherham indicated that he believed charter schools could help to address disparity and that Virginia law is too stringent.
· Approved:  VIP program “Guidelines Establishing an Incentive Program to Encourage and Recognize School Accountability Performance and Competence to Excellence” (8 VAC 20-131-325):  Program will recognize those schools fully accredited that “go beyond” competency to excellence in areas such as reading on grade level by 3rd grade, Algebra I enrollment by 8th grade, college-level courses, graduation rate, CTE credentials, health and fitness, pre-K programs, etc.  Levels:  1.  Governor’s Award
2.  VIP Excellence Award
3.  VIP Competency Award
4.  VIP Rising Star Award

· First Review:  Pupil Transportation revisions:  Revisions posted on BOE web site for 30 days for school division response.  Pilot program request for continuation granted for optional side reflector lights on buses (Fairfax County).  Local option for any school division. 

· Approved:  Direct Aid to Public Education Budget for 2008-2010 biennium:  The Board approved the $1.1 B increase in state costs for public education (for re-benchmarking) noting that figure would rise when additional data added in fall of 2007 (revised composite index; lottery and sales tax projections; revised fringe benefit rates from VRS; Triennial census info; final enrollment projections, and Head Start enrollment).  The re-benchmarking figure does not comprise any new spending initiatives including the Board’s previously recommended revisions to the SOQ.

