Board of Education

May 25, 2005

Richmond, VA 

A. Approval of Request to USED for Additional Flexibility Re: Calculation of AYP for Students with Disabilities:  

Board will make application for interim flexibility for AYP calculation for students with disabilities subgroup if school failed to make AYP based on scores of this subgroup.  

B.       First Review of a Recommendation from the Special Committee of the Board of Education to Study and Make Recommendations Relative to Teacher Licensure Assessments:

Board gave initial approval to recommendations from special committee with final vote anticipated in June.  

Recommendations reviewed included the addition of a Literacy and Communication Skills Assessment as a licensure requirement (proposed effective date of January 1, 2006) and a one-year provisional license for those who have not passed licensure assessments (a change from the 3-year provisional license currently allowed).  Dr. DeMary made it clear that more time would be allowed for those requiring additional courses for licensure.  Those who have completed all course requirements will have one year to satisfy the requirements for licensure assessment. The recommendations also provided that Praxis I would continue to be an entry-level test to assess the competency of potential candidates for higher education teacher preparatory programs (recommendation was that Praxis I not continue to be requirement for licensure at the state level).  Until the new regulations receive final approval and the new literacy test is available, current licensure requirements, including Praxis I, will continue.  Board President Tom Jackson told members that the special committee studying licensure had access to the latest national data as well as testimony from national experts and several state education leaders.  The Committee’s recommendations were recently approved by ABTEL.  Jackson added that the Board had not succumbed to pressure to lower standards and that the Committee had responded by recommending to raise the bar by adding a literacy assessment.  National data support the importance of measuring literacy in order to insure teacher success and quality along with content knowledge (represented by Praxis II, which will continue to be a licensure requirement).  Dr. Jones and Mr. (Tom) Johnson expressed some concern over the need to better publicize the proposed changes and to help those who will lose their provisional status this year.  Dr. DeMary told members that the Department would sponsor a program of summer classes at ODU, at state expense, for those teachers with provisional licenses who have not passed the required assessments for licensure.

Report on Status of Proposed Waivers/Amendments to No Child Left Behind Act of 2001:  Mr. Jackson said that he was appreciative of a recent call from Assistant Secretary Simon indicating that the state should be hearing official news on its requests soon (expected around June 1).  Dr. Pat Wright stated that everything was still “on the table” (including special education and LEP amendment requests which are awaiting task force report recommendations) but that signs that negotiations will begin soon were looking positive.  

Public Hearing on Proposed Computer Technology Standards of Learning for Grades K-12:  Governor Warner was praised for shining a light on the importance of career and technical education options.  Speakers suggested that there be more flexibility and additional student-selected verified credits.

