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2007 PRIORITY EDUCATION LEGISLATION PASSED                      
HB 1707 School boards; contractor to provide certification that employees have not been convicted of felony.

Local school boards; contractors.  Provides that as a condition of awarding a contract for services that require the contractor or his employees to have direct contact with students on school property during regular school hours, the school board must require the contractor to provide certification that all employees who will have direct contact with students have not been convicted of a felony or any offense involving the sexual molestation or physical or sexual abuse or rape of a child (rather than previous “crime of moral turpitude”).  The bill also provides that the requirement be waived in emergency situations when it is reasonably anticipated that the contractor or his employees will have no direct contact with students.  This bill is identical to SB 1346 (Newman).

HB 1729 School buses; maximum speed limit.

Maximum speed limit for school buses.  Increases the maximum speed limit to 60 miles per hour for school buses traveling on interstates and highways where the speed limit is greater than 55 miles per hour.

HB 1862 Severance benefits; public announcement thereof for certain officials appointed by school board.

Severance benefits to local officials.  Requires that any severance benefits provided to any departing official appointed by a local school board shall be publicly announced by the board prior to departure.

HB 1916 Family life education; requires Bd. of Education to incorporate instruction on dating violence, etc.

Family life education.  Requires the Board of Education to incorporate instruction on dating violence and the characteristics of abusive relationships into its curriculum guidelines for family life education.

HB 1920 School bus decals; school boards may display decals with bus safety hotlines.

School bus safety hotline.  Provides that local school boards may display decals relating to local school division bus safety hotlines.  Local school divisions must bear the cost of such decals.

HB 1978 Standards of Quality; school boards to report number of career & technical education completers.

Standard 4; local school board reporting.  Requires local school boards to include in their annual report to the Board of Education, the number of career and technical education completers that graduated. A "career and technical education completer" defined as a student who has met the requirements for a career and technical concentration or specialization and all requirements for high school graduation or an approved alternative education program. This bill is identical to SB 1148 (Wagner).

HB 2035 Human papillomavirus vaccine; added as required vaccination.

Required vaccinations; adds human papillomavirus vaccine.  Requires females to receive three properly spaced doses of  human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine. The first dose shall be administered before the child enters the sixth grade. A parent or guardian may elect for his daughter not to receive this vaccine. This bill contains a delayed effective date of October 1, 2008. This bill is identical to SB 1230 (Howell).

Note:  Governor’s recommendation adopted.  Parents must first review the informational material before deciding not to have vaccine administered.  

HB 2039 Diploma, technical; Board of Education to establish requirements therefor.

Technical diploma; established.  Directs the Board of Education to establish the requirements for a technical diploma.  The diploma must meet or exceed the requirements of a standard diploma and include a concentration in career and technical education.  This bill is identical to SB 1147 (Wagner).

Note:  Governor’s recommendation adopted.  Adds that advanced technical diploma shall be awarded to students qualifying for advanced diploma with enough CTE credits to constitute a “concentration” as defined by the State Board.  

VASSP worked with other major education associations to defeat the original legislative proposal to require additional CTE courses for all students seeking a standard diploma.
HB 2178 Schedule III controlled substances; adds embutramide to list thereof.

HB 2271 School boards; required to annually review school crisis, emergency management, etc. response plans.

School crisis, emergency management, and medical emergency response plans.  Requires that local school boards annually review the written school crisis, emergency management, and medical emergency response plans and that the local division certify that review in writing to the Virginia Center on School Safety no later than August 31 of each year.

HB 2302 Nonpublic schools; school boards may enter into agreements therewith for transportation services.

Transportation services for nonpublic schools. Permits local school boards to enter into agreements with nonpublic schools in the school division to provide student transportation for a fee to and from the nonpublic schools. 

HB 2410 Amber Alert Programs; amends definition of an abducted child to include secondary school students.

Virginia Amber Alert Program.  Amends the definition of an "abducted child" to include a person who is enrolled in a secondary school in the Commonwealth regardless of age.

HB 2601 Veterans Day; Board of Education to provide information for commemoration thereof.

HB 2631 Student records; limitations on access thereto.

Student records; disclosure.  Provides that school personnel are authorized to disclose identifying information from a student's education records for the purpose of furthering the ability of the juvenile justice system to effectively serve the student prior to adjudication.  Identifying information may be disclosed to attorneys for the Commonwealth, court services units, juvenile detention centers or group homes, mental and medical health agencies, state and local children and family service agencies, and the Department of Juvenile Justice and to the staff of such agencies.

HB 2837 George Washington's birthday; Department of Education to provide schools information thereon.

HB 2893 Student information; public schools & public institutions of higher education may retain copies.

Student information; public schools, public institutions of higher education.  Authorizes public schools and public institutions of higher education in Virginia to retain copies of enrolled students' birth certificates as part of the students' records.

HB 3084 School bus warning devices; requires red lights to be activated whenever bus door is opened.

School bus warning devices. Requires that any new bus placed into service on or after July 1, 2007, shall be equipped with warning devices that, at a minimum, include a nonsequential system of red traffic warning lights, a warning sign with flashing lights, and a crossing control arm such that when the bus door is opened, the red warning lights, warning sign with flashing lights, and crossing control arm are automatically activated. 

SB 751 Diploma seal; Board of Education to establish criteria for excellence in civics education.

Civics education diploma seal. Clarifies that the Board of Education must include the types of activities that qualify as community service and the number of hours required in its criteria for voluntary participation in community service or extracurricular activities. 

SB 795 Standards of Quality; changes in provisions.

Standards of Quality; changes in provisions.  Provides for the phasing out of the eighth grade cumulative history test in the 2007-2008 school year, and the implementation of the United States History to 1877, United States History: 1877 to the Present, and Civics and Economics tests in the 2008-2009 school year.

Adds effective classroom management to the listing of professional development programs to be provided to teachers and principals.

Requires local school divisions to post a current copy of the school division policies, including the Student Conduct Policy, on the local division's website while ensuring that printed copies of such policies are available, as needed, to citizens who do not have Internet access. 

Makes technical changes to Standards 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 of the Standards of Quality.

SB 847 Students with disabilities; provides due process procedures therefor.

Special education; due process procedure.  Requires testimony given during due process procedures developed by the Board of Education to be sworn.  This bill is identical to HB 1962.

SB 927 Sexual offenses; prohibiting entry of those convicted onto school property, penalty.

Sex offenses prohibiting entry onto school property; penalty.  Provides that an adult who has been convicted of a sexually violent offense is guilty of a Class 6 felony if he enters or is present, during school hours, upon any property he knows or has reason to know is a public or private elementary or secondary school or child day center property, unless he (i) is lawfully voting; (ii) is a student enrolled at the school; or (iii) has received a court order allowing him to enter upon such property. The bill provides that such an adult may petition the juvenile and domestic relations district court or circuit court in the county or city where the school or child day center is located for permission to enter such property. For good cause shown, the court may issue an order permitting the petitioner to enter and be present on such property, subject to restrictions the court deems appropriate. This bill is identical to HB 2344.

SB 974 Childhood obesity; Sup. of Public Instruction & Health Commissioner to work together to combat.

Childhood obesity. Requires the Superintendent of Public Instruction and the State Health Commissioner to work together to combat childhood obesity and other chronic health conditions that affect school-age children. This bill incorporates SB 744. This bill is identical to HB 2214. 

SB 1212 No Child Left Behind Act; Board of Education requesting waiver from certain provisions.

No Child Left Behind. Requires the Board of Education to continue seeking waivers from the provisions of NCLB that are fiscally and programmatically burdensome and are not instructionally sound or in the best interest of children. The Board must make a recommendation regarding Virginia's continued implementation of such Act and if the Commonwealth withdraws from NCLB, the bill allows the Board and Office of the Attorney General of Virginia to bring suit against the United States Department of Education if federal funds are inappropriately withheld as a result of the withdrawal. This bill is identical to HB 2542. 

SB 1218 Health insurance credits; increased for retired teachers.

Health insurance credits; teachers and other local school board employees. Increases the monthly health insurance credit for retired teachers from $2.50 to $4.00 for each full year of the retired member's creditable service. The bill eliminates an overall cap to the credit, and adds retired full-time, salaried employees of local school boards as recipients of the credit. The bill is applicable for current and future retirees from positions as teachers or full-time, salaried employees of local school boards. 

Pursuant to this bill, a locality would no longer have the option of providing an additional $1 health insurance credit to retired teachers, and the maximum credit that a teacher could receive is $4. (Funding included in budget.)

This bill is identical to HB 2370. 

EDUCATION BILLS THAT FAILED IN 2007 GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HB 1617 School boards; required to allocate certain percentage of budget to instructional spending. (65% Rule)
HB 1636 Kindergarten programs; expands eligibility for kindergarten in school divisions.
HB 1719 Nurse, licensed; local school boards to employ for each school. (same as HB 2479)
HB 1727 School boards; policies concerning non-curriculum-related student organizations. (prescriptive policies and opt-out requirement) 

*VASSP instrumental in defeat of bill that would have required reporting of detailed information to parents re: clubs and club sponsors and required opt-out policy.
HB 1737 Safety hotline; local school boards to establish.
HB 1752 School boards, local; unexpended funds. 
HB 1773 Warrants; those issued against law-enforcement officers or public school employees.
HB 1866 Firearms on school property; increases penalty for pneumatic weapons.
HB 1875 Standards of Learning; waiver requirements for certain students.
HB 2093 Standards of Quality; changes in provisions.
HB 2094 School superintendents; retirement benefits.
HB 2104 Standards of Quality; requires identification of gifted education programs. (multiple programs, annual identification, etc.)

*VASSP worked with other education liaisons to defeat this very prescriptive bill that detailed additional testing and course requirements for gifted students.
HB 2151 School administrators; revises qualifications for licensure thereof. (removal of licensure requirements for administrators beyond collegiate professional license)

*VASSP took the lead in defeating this legislation.
HB 2166 Education; expenditures and reports on instructional spending.
HB 2169 Tuition, In-state; illegal aliens not eligible.
HB 2172 Teachers; removes sunset provision for retirement allowance.
HB 2194 Daily outdoor recess; shall not prohibit from participating as means of discipline to student.
HB 2199 Standards of Quality; eliminates requirement to hire for technology based on number of students. 

*VASSP and other education associations strongly opposed this bill to “undo” requirements for additional technology positions.
HB 2268 Local school boards; policies regarding certain activities. (acceptance of monetary rewards)
HB 2479 Nurse, licensed; local school boards to employ for each school.

HB 2509 College Partnership Laboratory School Fund; created.
HB 2556 Textbooks in public schools; availability for home use.

*VASSP and major education groups opposed this unnecessary requirement for additional textbooks.
HB 2564 Standards of Quality; local school boards to enroll students in gifted education programs.
HB 2657 School boards; developing policies for parents participation in child's education without harassing.
HB 2769 Pocket knives on school property; amends exception that allows person to carry.
HB 2851 Children's Services Ombudsman; Board of Education to appoint for each local school division.
*PTA bill that VASSP explained would be unnecessary and likely duplicative.
HB 2883 Teacher experience credit; school boards to grant teachers for active-duty military service.
HB 2903 School buses; requirement of safety belts.
HB 2912 Cell phones; bans use thereof by drivers of school buses and passenger-carrying commercial vehicles.
HB 2932 Public schools; proof of immigration status or actual citizenship to enroll, report. (to require certification of immigration status by schools)

*Strongly opposed by VASSP.  Administrators would have been required to ascertain immigration status of parents of certain students.
HB 3013 Firearms on school property; misdemeanor to possess pneumatic weapons thereon.

HB 3201 Notification of parent if student out of class for non-instructional purposes.  

*VASSP led charge to prevent passage.  The bill was sent to Board of Education for further review as it related to issue involving a special education student in “time out” situation. 
SB 744 Childhood obesity; Board of Education to establish standards to prevent and reduce thereof.

*VASSP instrumental in having patron withdraw the bill in favor of less prescriptive bill to work to combat childhood obesity.
SB 757 Neighborhood Assistance Act; makes several changes thereto. (Stosch original special education “voucher” bill)
SB 759 Students with Disabilities Tuition Assistance Grant Program; created. (Stosch original private school grants bill; tuition tax credit)

*All education association representatives, including VASSP, worked throughout the Session to defeat these onerous and prescriptive special education bills to provide state funding to private schools for parents of special education students “dissatisfied” with the public schools.
SB 813 School superintendents; retirement benefits.
SB 1197 Public schools; regulations of foods containing trans fatty acids.
SB 1213 Standards of Quality; requires identification of gifted education programs.
1276 Character education; humane education may be covered therein.
SB 1338 Standards of Quality; local school boards to enroll students in gifted education programs.

