CROSSOVER marks the midway point of the General Assembly Session and occurs this Valentine’s week – when the House must take action on its bills and the Senate must complete work on its bills.  Legislation that survives this first test will “cross over” to the other legislative body.  The volume of bills will shrink considerably from the original number introduced (2,956 bills and resolutions) – just like the pot of money available to fund the biennial budget.  Governor Kaine has already cut spending proposals and is calling for over $400 million from the rainy day fund to balance the budget.  At stake for public school advocates is funding for rebenchmarking the Standards of Qualify and non-SOQ programs as well as a state salary incentive for instructional personnel for the second year of the biennium.  

VASSP has been very successful on your behalf in this first “leg” of the 2008 Session and will continue to maintain a daily presence at the General Assembly and lobby for  VASSP members on issues of concern to you.  We have had an influx of bills seeking to mandate school board policy regarding issues that are practically and efficiently handled by competent administrators now – such as SB 537 which would have required school board policy on changing a student’s grade.  VASSP testimony and effective lobbying of the bill played a big part in the defeat of SB 537.  There are a number of examples of other “education” bills aimed at addressing a non-school issue by involving public school administrators – such as HB 438 to require that schools certify to the DMV that an applicant for a learner’s permit has had fewer than 5 unexcused absences.  A concerted effort among all education association lobbyists kept HB 438 from passing this year.

Your VASSP web site is up to date on what is happening in Richmond throughout the Session, and your input and local lobbying efforts are critical to our success on your behalf.  Check out the bills that are still in play and voice your concerns.  Stay in touch and in tune with all that is happening during the 2008 General Assembly.    
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