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SOA: Technical Diplomas

The Committee convened two panels to receive prepared testimony from CTE and business spokespersons and from a number of education associations and the State Special Education Advisory Committee.  

Panel 1:

· Business leaders testified that they were looking for a “trainable” labor force with communication, literacy, math and computer skills.  The CTE Advisory Board testified that they believed that the new technical diplomas should represent achievements that exceed those of a standard diploma.  Their representative also stated, “schools should be able to “do this” (offer technical and advanced technical diplomas) with existing resources.”   The Virginia Career Education Foundation representative gave specific answers to the Committee’s prepared questions:  

1.  “Concentration” should be required of all CTE “completers” and should include sequence requirements rather than “hourly” credits.  

2. Parents, identified as the “greatest challenge,” must be educated along with students regarding opportunities and options as early as possible.  

3. Commonwealth Scholars program should be used as example of required rigor.  

4. If a school division is meeting state requirements for CTE currently, the new diploma options should “not be a problem.” 

Virginia CTE representative testified that CTE graduates should complete a “coherent sequence” to complete specific career program attainable at a comprehensive high school or technical center.  Technical Diploma – 4-6 credits in CTE (related) to exceed requirements of a standard diploma.  Testimony included the same statements made during 2007 General Assembly education meetings asserting, “35% of advanced standard diploma students currently could be CTE completers.”  VACTE representative also asserted that schools now have the “staff and equipment to make this happen.”  

Panel 2:

· Professional education associations and committee.

VASS, VSBA representative noted that the State Board was the appropriate arena for discussion of specific requirements of technical diplomas and praised the legislature for “a good bill.”  It was noted, in reference to previous testimony that schools currently have the resources to implement the two new diploma options, that funding was always a concern with any new program and that some school divisions might find it more difficult than others to offer additional diploma options.  The VEA representative stated that members shared a “commitment to close the achievement gap” and praised efforts to elevate CTE; however, it was noted, “we must do more than nibble around the edges.”  Testimony suggested that the state must invest additional funding for CTE programs and not merely alter requirements and place the burden on localities.  It was noted that one-on-one training is much more costly than 25 to one, for example, as in the traditional classroom.  The Virginia PTA representative stated that their platform supported access to CTE for all students and suggested that high school students should be able to enroll in a local community college as an option.  Testimony also included the need to inform students and parents prior to CTE enrollment. 

The Committee plans to hold additional meetings and to receive testimony from other business and education representatives. 

