VASSP BOARD OF DIRECTORS

March 22, 2004

PRIORITY EDUCATION BILLS 

2004 GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION 

These bills have passed both Chambers and most are awaiting the Governor’s signature.  He may sign, veto or amend any legislation after which his actions will be reviewed by the legislature at the reconvened session on April 21, 2004.

HB 286 Weapons; would allow possession on school property by off-duty law-enforcement officer.

 
HB 380 Charter School Excellence and Accountability Act; changes in provisions to allow some degree of private interest/employment; to allow review by BOE. Bill substantially amended to delete requirement for judicial review and to remove authority to employ unlicensed personnel in such charter school 


HB 508 Computers; teachers may purchase on state contract for use outside classroom.


HB 513 Student conduct; policies concerning actions involving self-defense.  Bill substantially amended to remove references to self-defense as “fundamental right.”  Current language only references self-defense in list of BOE guidelines to be reviewed.  


HB 573 School principals; licensure. School Leader’s Licensure Assessment to be required after July 2005 for initial licensure.


HB 575 School term; provisions for declaration of state of emergency (clarification and consistent allowances for make-up days); makes it clear that such emergency days declared by state not subject to make up


HB 576 School boards; employment of turnaround specialists for low-performing schools (RFP issued by DOE); funding in Senate budget


HB 675 Home schooling; qualifications of instructor (high school degree as minimum requirement – without approval of materials by local school superintendent)

HB 869 Schools; reporting of threats made and illegal carrying of a firearm on school property.  Bill substantially amended to delete requirement that all threats to any person be reported; “knife” added to definition of firearm.

HB 978 School divisions; consolidation (permissive language).

HB 1014 (SB 479) Standards of Quality in public schools; BOE revision package, including additional assistant principals, funding for secondary planning period, etc.  Language in bill amended to make clear that planning period at secondary level to be “equivalent to” one hour per day.  Funding of recommended revisions doubtful this Session.  Senate budget plan adds funding for those revisions currently funded 100% by localities, such as secondary planning period.

HB 1018 Animal dissection in public schools; alternatives to be provided to students.

HB 1038 (SB 576) Child abuse or neglect; reporting by school personnel; posting requirements; amended to include reference to building administrator as well as social services. 

HB 1048 Teachers; licensing of those providing instruction in special education.  Bill makes clear that local licenses can only be issued to those providing instruction in non-core academic subjects (as per requirements in NCLB).

HB 1080 Gangs; notification of school superintendent of criminal street activity committed by juvenile.

HB 1117 Firearms; school divisions may establish policies on possession on school property (seeks to codify current policy employed by many local school boards to establish more restrictive rules re: firearms on school property).

HB 1171 Teachers; rehiring of those who are retired, designation of critical need areas by locality 

HB 1254 School Performance Report Card; reporting requirements; BOE to report SOL scores, disaggregated, within 3 months of receipt and to post on DOE web site

HB 1256 (SB 452) School term; provisions due to severe weather conditions; clarifies that school year is 180 days or 990 teaching hours and that school may make up missed days with additional teaching time added to regular school day; establishes clear make-up day schedule:  if closed for 5 days but not more than 15, make up first 5 plus 1 day for every 2 up to 9; if miss over 15 days, make up 10 

HB 1257 Diplomas; local school board to award verified units of credit; amends uncodified act to direct locality to award verified credit to students who entered 9th grade between 2000 and 2003 and who passed relevant classes 

HB 1294 School corrective action plans; enforcement. BOE “enforcement bill” to allow judicial intervention if local school board does not comply with corrective action plan.

HB 1303 Pneumatic guns; regulation and use.  Original language would have required principal to provide space for marksmanship training either on or off-campus if part of program.  Amendment clarifies that school administration shall cooperate with JROTC staff to implement marksmanship training.

HB 1326 Compulsory school attendance; enforcement; removes restriction on courts to use contempt power to enforce; clarifies that court may order child and/or parent to attend counseling, etc.; parent may be charged with Class 3 misdemeanor for violation of parental responsibility law


HB 1331 Student conduct; code regulations to include guidelines on hazing as per BOE.


HB 1443 School admissions; application when parent of student is issued military or federal orders to relocate; student deemed to reside in local school division if living with person given custody by parent if parent deployed outside US (National Guard or US Armed Forces) 

HJ 117 Division superintendents; school boards encouraged to use performance-based contract to evaluate


HJ 123 Principals and assistant principals; BOE to review its regulations for licensure route (as with superintendents’ alternative licensure route); Commission on Educational Leadership


 SB 145 Teachers; hearings for dismissal and licensure revocation; clarifies that two separate hearings not required at local level; information from local hearing to be provided to BOE after dismissal if recommendation is that license be revoked or suspended.


SB 159 Athletic trainers; licensure required; currently required to hold valid certificate; VHSL did not see problem with bill


SB 270 Homeless children; public school enrollment; requires compliance with federal McKinney-Vento Act for homeless children; school to immediately enroll; school liaison to assist in obtaining necessary records


SB 335 Child custody or visitation; service of summons on teacher for attendance and testimony; service on teacher to be by sheriff or his deputy; $12 service fee for service of summons


SB 416 Standards of Learning; reporting of test results; BOE to provide timely review of SOL scores and prompt reporting to local school divisions 


SB 438 Students; parent notification of credits required for graduation.


SB 452 (HB 1256) School term; provisions due to severe weather conditions.


 SB 518 School divisions; adjustment of state share due to consolidation of smaller divisions (Highland County).

SB 479 (see HB 1014) Standards of Quality; revisions


SB 576 (HB 1038) Child abuse or neglect 


SB 593 Gangs; notice to school superintendent of crimes committed by members.


SB 633 School students; report of arrest of certain adult students for certain criminal offenses.

To view these bills and other legislative updates, visit the VASSP web site at www.vaprincipal.org.  For further information, contact Bet Neale, VASSP Director of Government Relations, at bneale@vassp.org.  



