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SENATE EDUCATION AND HEALTH COMMITTEE: 2.15.07

HB 2302: Share-the-Ride passed (7 to 6 to 2).   The two abstentions were instrumental in the bill’s passage and were earlier thought to be “no” votes. VASSP testified concerning the very real liability implications related to discipline issues and noted that public education students can be held accountable for their actions if they do not follow codes of student conduct but that typical disciplinary options would not be available to administrators in the handling of private school students.   

Parental Notification: HB 1727 and HB 3201 failed to be reported: 

HB 1727: Notification to parents regarding non-curricular clubs (activities, goals, missions, etc.) and mandate for opt-in or opt-out school board policy.  On a 9 to 6 vote, members narrowly defeated HB 1727.  VASSP testified against the bill and was instrumental in its defeat.  The bill was characterized as an attempt to "micro-manage" schools and to mandate school board policy as well as shift responsibility from the parent to the school.

HB 3201:  Notification to parent if student removed from class and denied instruction for two or more consecutive days (parameters re: time and reason for being out of class not referenced in bill).  HB 3201 failed on a vote of 8 to 5 (2 members not voting).   VASSP testimony and lobbying of all members of the committee led directly to defeat of this prescriptive “one-incident” bill.  As was noted, the issue that prompted introduction of HB 3201 (provoked by treatment of special education student) would be more appropriately addressed by the State Board of Education during the course of current review of special education regulations.  At the request of VASSP, Senator Harry Blevins (former principal) made a motion to that effect.  Chairman Potts will send a letter to the State Board regarding the issues raised by the bill.

HB 2556:  Additional textbooks for home use.  HB 2556 was defeated with committee members agreeing that the bill was "not fixable" and represented an unfunded mandate.

CTE Bills:

Both House and Senate bills (HB 1442 and SB 1147) that would have required every student seeking a standard diploma to take a prescribed course of study in CTE were “rolled in” to a bill patroned by Delegate Phil Hamilton.  HB 2039 establishes an optional technical diploma that will meet or exceed the requirements of a standard diploma.  The State Board will set up specific criteria for such diploma.  

SPECIAL EDUCATION:  

SB 1419:  Special education tuition “scholarships” for students of “dissatisfied” parents.  A House Education subcommittee was scheduled to hear testimony re: SB 1419 on Monday; however, a letter from the Speaker directing that the bill be heard in House Appropriations basically cancelled the meeting and ensured that a vote on the education policy implications of SB 1419 would not be heard by either the House or Senate education committee. The Senate Education and Health Committee defeated SB 759 earlier in the Session – the same text as SB 1419 with a different number. SB 1419 is currently in the House Appropriations Committee and will be heard on Friday, February 16.

  
STATE BUDGET: The House and Senate are divided over how to fund transportation following the introduction of a Senate proposal this week to curb the drain off of funds from the general fund to pay for state transportation needs.  With the exception of House budget language to “reprogram” a percentage of at-risk funding to special programs, the House and Senate budgets as they relate to public education funding are comparable, including a 3% state salary supplement for SOQ-related positions and increased health care credits for retirees.  The General Assembly is scheduled to adjourn on February 24.  
